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Working for the cutting edge of nature conservation



Global endavours for biodiversity

International Wilderness Week, 19.-23. October 2020Monday, October 19, 2020 2

1992 - 2010 The 2010 goals…
… stop the decline of global 
biodiversity untill 2010 

18 
years!

https://sttekla.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/03/1904CB2C-6E1F-
4874-A68F-BFDFB8284578-988x556.png

1992 – 2010 - 2020

The 2020 Aichi-goals…

28 
years!



… a lot of action plans… 

https://s3.amazonaws.com/lowres.cartoonstock.com/business-commerce-plan-plan_of_action-multi_task-multi_tasking-desk-dcr0210_low.jpg



Fig. 6 Summary of progress toward major internationally agreed goals.

© Sandra Díaz et al. Science 2019;366:eaax3100

Ipbes-Report 2019

“Most indicators 
are declining.“ 

Diaz et al



Protected areas need „protectors“

„ The strongest protection on paper doesn‘t
mean anything, if there is no enforcement. 
This is why Rangers have to be within the

protected areas and raise awareness for the
guests“ 

(Federal ministry for nature protection, Germany, © Natur, 2020) https://geschichten.meinfoto.de/wp-
content/uploads/2016/09/12127370.jpg



Things a Ranger has to know… 
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Where is the
next toilet?

Which way
do I have to
go to reach
the lake?

What is
your Job as
a Ranger?

What is the
function of 

the PA?

How does
wildlife

management
affect

neighboring
farmers

How will 
climate change

affect me?

Why should I 
reduce my

carbon
footprint?

What does it
matter of 

species get
lost?

???
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https://i.pinimg.com/originals/43/11/44/431144b2688295b87c5096c5cdf7003c.jpg



Ranger‘s duties
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PA patrols

visitor information

law enforcement

monitoring

technical
work

complex issues of 
nature protection
(climate change, 

biodiversity loss & 
species protection)

inceasing
tourism & 

no. of 
visitors

deteriorating
visitor

manners



What the ERF 
is about
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https://www.google.de/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwjk4OqJ9KnjAhUOLewKHUIfCZ4QjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.europeanrangers.org%2F&psig=AOvVaw0c_C33SU-ytR9GH1w7tf_-&ust=1562832815336518


ERF

europewide
Ranger-
Network

Ranger 
trainings & 
certificates

(TtT)

Exchange, 
Cluster, 

Twinning, 
Juniorrangers

Ranger-
Image

What the ERF 
is about
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Timeline of the European Ranger 
Federation
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June 2014

European 
Ranger 
Seminar with
Jean Willmore

January 2015

Bischofsmühle

Working group
„International 
Network“ of the
German Ranger 
Association

November 2015, 
Black Forest NLP

European Ranger 
working meeting
for developement
of an European 
Association

May 2017 
Litomerice

European Ranger 
Congress

May 2020 
Bavarian Forest

European Ranger 
Congress



The European Ranger Federation
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ERF-board

President

Urs Wegmann

CH

Vice-president

Ian Brooker

UK

Treasurer

Joao Correia

PT

Secretary

Artenisa Peculaj

AL

Project-Office

Nikki Goeth

CH

Training-Office

Urs Reif

DE



means for Ranger connections
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https://d2prha5ogoalkm.cloudfront.net/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/We-Stand-
Instagram-1080x1080-copy-1.jpg

https://www.europeanrangers.org/wp-
content/uploads/2018/11/twinning_agreement.jpg



Ranger-Image
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https://www.autozeitung.de/assets/styles/article_image/public/field/images/ford-ranger-raptor-2019-01.jpg?itok=eVhY9_-5



Ranger-Image: the foresters successor

1989 2019
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https://bilder.buecher.de/produkte/55/55072/55072766z.jpg https://image.saechsische.de/954x636/g/7/g7eajh16nf68olvjif6y5sfssoi8ccm3.jpg

https://bilder.buecher.de/produkte/55/55072/55072766z.jpg
https://image.saechsische.de/954x636/g/7/g7eajh16nf68olvjif6y5sfssoi8ccm3.jpg


https://www.easo.europa.eu/sites/default/files/4_2.jpg

ERF working groups
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https://previews.123rf.com/images/batareykin/batareykin1406/batareykin14060
0326/29557748-ranger-hut-khaki-gr%C3%BCn-farb-symbol-des-schutzes-und-
der-ordnung-auf-wei%C3%9Fem-hintergrund-bitmap-kopie.jpg

https://www.regensburg.greenpeace.de/sites/www.regensburg.greenpeace.de/files/c
m_logo_black_0.png



The European Ranger Federation

The current board
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European Ranger Federation
Biodiversity on the edge – developement strategies for Rangers in 

a rapidly changing world

5. European 
Congress

11.-16. Mai 2020
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Communication within complex issues of 
nature conservation:

• Juniorrangers and Volunteers
• Migrating birds
• Large Carnivors

• European networking & training
• Ranger shadowing & excursions
• lectures, workshops, forums, etc.



550 participants from 
more than 70 countries





Twinning – program

“Winning program”



the Twinning program

• in 2016 Ilan Yeger met some German Rangers 
on the World Ranger Congress on Colorado

• since 2017 there are delegations visiting the 
Twinning countries
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Existing TWINNING-programs
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https://www.europeanrangers.org/projects/twinning-programs/

Twinning-agreements status

Portugal Spain officially declared

Schwizerland Albania officially declared

Portugal Croatia officially declared

Rumania Iceland officially declared

Germany Israel officially declared

Check Republic Germany officially declared

Check Republic Slovakia officially declared

England Georgia in planning

England Ireland in planning
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https://www.europeanrangers.org/projects/twinning-programs/


Accomplishments of international exchange
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strengthen
common goals in 
nature protection

methods of 
environmental 
education

learn english & 
communication

methods of Rangering
and nature conservation

cross border focus
expansion
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© Urs Reif

© Jens 
Liss



… and more fruits to come…
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More coming up soon…

(2021) trainings:
• managing large carnivors
• communication in nature 

conservation
• young Rangers and migrating birds 
• europewide trainings “wolves and 

lifestock protection”



Thank you for your attention
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Urs Reif – European Ranger Federation, Training Office

0049-172-5873787

training@europeanrangers.org

www.europeanrangers.org
Follow us on Facebook & Instagram
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mailto:urs.reif@um.bwl.de
http://www.europeanrangers.org/

